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the custom of the people of Avila, when they took an
oath, to place their hands in that place, which to-day you
may see in the crypt of the church. Cruciform as it is,
with three eastern apses, a lantern, nave and aisles of six
bays with two western steeples, S. Vicente is really one
of the finest Romanesque buildings in Spain. Rebuilt,
or it may be only restored, by S. Ferdinand in 1252*84,
the effect of the church is not thirteenth century at all,
but earlier, of the most delicate sort of Romanesque such
as we find in Segovia. The apses are very high, the
ground sloping away over the brow of the hill, so that
the windows of the crypt are pierced in the wall just
above the plinth,
It is, it seems to me, in the south doorway, older
as it is than the great west entrance, that we see per-
haps the most beautiful thing in Avila. Those 'terra-
cotta1 statues that fill the jambs are said to be of the
thirteenth century, but they are so beautiful that they
might be Greek work, that has suffered some change,
refining its comeliness, till we find a profound spiritual
beauty in it, that is a little ascetic, a little less than fair
to < our brother' the body. Nothing quite so fine is to be
found in the more Imposing western facade with its
splendid arch; and it might seem that the people of
Avila have especially- valued that south door through
which to-day you pass into the church, for they have
built there a surprising and delicate loggia, doubtless
in order to preserve so precious and so old a thing as
that beautiful gate of their temple. And although it
spoils the 'effect' that the church should make as
seen from the city gate, it has certainly served its pur*
pose in so busy a place, where the mules and asses
continually pass by, and all the life of the city seems
to congregate.
The western front, more massive and yet more delicate